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Garrowhill  Primary

Home Learning Policy 
Position Statement




Rationale

Homework is defined as: ‘Any activities which pupils are asked to do outside lesson time, either on their own or with parents or carers.’ When implemented effectively, homework or home learning can stimulate further thinking and challenge and facilitate deeper learning for children.

Aims

The underpinning aim of homework is to contribute to improving children’s learning and therefore raising standards. We aim for:

Children to be:

· gaining independence, growing in confidence and developing responsibility

· engaged, interested and sometimes excited by learning

· striving for their best without fear of failure

· resilient, ready to face challenges and well prepared for the future.

Teaching and our curriculum to:


· be highly effective, engaging and enjoyable for teacher and learner

· be child centred, creative and stimulating, both mentally and physically

· fully implement A Curriculum For Excellence with particular emphasis on Literacy, Numeracy, Science and Information, Communication Technology whilst making the whole meaningful and accessible to our children

· cater for the needs of individuals, addressing difficulties whilst recognising and developing strengths

· provide stimulation for imaginative, spiritual and intellectual development

· develop the capacity to think and develop ideas

Our School community to:

· develop a commitment to lifelong learning

· acknowledge the importance of self evaluation in identifying areas for improvement

· celebrate success 

· commit to development and improvement

· value, encourage and extend links with parents and the wider community

Home learning better describes our approach to Homework. It can include a wide range of activities:

· Talking together, asking and answering questions

· Reading to a family member or having a reading time

· Listening to or telling stories

· Visiting the Library

· Learning number bonds, tables, letter sounds, spellings, rhymes, songs, poems and words for a performance

· Collecting information from family members, books, television, the internet or from observations

· Family visits to places of interest

· Cooking

· Playing games eg snakes and ladders, I spy

· Developing physical skills eg throwing and catching, visiting playgrounds

· Practical maths activities

· Musical activities

· Science and Maths investigations

· Handwriting practice

· Drawing and art activities

· Simple craft and technology activities

· Writing activities eg diary writing

The list above is not exhaustive. However it does make clear that all activities at home can be learning activities not just those set by school as ‘homework activities’.

The Importance of Talk for Learning

The importance of talk to children’s learning cannot be overestimated. Constant talk to children, listening to them, asking questions and developing their thinking will play a huge part in developing their learning. It will widen their vocabulary and make them inquisitive to find out more. It will develop their speech and give them the tools to succeed in school. All adults should be role models for children in their speaking and listening – children will naturally copy the people around them.

The Importance of Reading for Learning

Following on from Speaking and Listening, reading is another key to future success in learning. Reading habits for children are set early. Reading to and with children as often as possible, discussing the story and illustrations in a comfortable, relaxed environment will motivate and enthuse children to read. As children become independent readers, setting time aside for reading either together or alone will develop reading skills. Asking questions about the setting, characters, what might happen next etc will develop children’s understanding and comprehension. As children get older, have a dictionary available for them to find the meaning of any words they don’t understand. Children will bring new books home from school every home learning cycle.
Homework Details and Communication

Detailed information about how much homework we set from school is detailed in Appendix 1 of this document. However, there are some basic principles that we follow:

· Children’s learning is a partnership between home and school. We must continually aim to communicate to parents the value of talking to, listening to and sharing quality time and activities with children.

· As well as quality speaking and listening, a daily time for reading is essential.

· Effective communication between home and school is vital. Parents need to know what is expected of them, when homework is set and when it should be returned. This information needs to be updated on at least a termly basis. 

· Homework for children should not be about new learning (except where research is the focus) but practising skills already taught.

· Homework should be differentiated where appropriate to ensure it meets the needs of all children.

· Parents should support children with their homework as much as is needed; ‘helping’ children is a positive thing to do. Guiding children through questioning is the best support to give rather than just telling children the answers.

· As children move into P2-P4 the children should become increasingly independent in organising, completing and returning homework. Suitable sanctions for older children will be in place if children do not complete homework as requested. This may include completing the work during a break period.
· As with all children’s work, homework will be reviewed by class teachers  and children given feedback. Written tasks will be assessed and improvement targets discussed
Homework Time

It is too simplistic to give definite time allocations to different year groups. Some children will take longer than others to complete tasks; some children will take great care and be keen to go beyond what the teacher might expect. 
Appendix 1 does suggest some minimum times (eg for reading daily) and it is reasonable to expect that time spent on set homework activities will increase as the children move through school.

Appendix 1

Homework Activities

Reading – all children

All children are expected to read at home every day. For younger children who are just learning to read this may be a family member reading to a child. Older children should have a definite reading time. Children will bring books home in their book bag every week which should be returned to school on the appropriate day.
Primary 1
Parents of children in Primary 1 will receive an overview of work carried out each week in phonics and number work with ideas for activities and practice. Children will also have their bag of common words which should be used to build up sight vocabulary. The books in Primary 1 children book bags are for shared reading, parents are expected to read to their child and develop a love of the written word. As skills develop, one of the books in the collection will be at an instructional level and children should be encouraged to read with and to their parent/carer.
Primary 1 and 2
In addition to daily reading (suggested minimum 10 minutes each day), children will receive weekly phonics/spellings with a set period to learn them. Staff will discuss Maths activities which can be carried out at home at the first Parents’ Evening; they will then send information about key learning in Maths at the beginning of each term with ideas for parents about how they can support the learning. Children are also encouraged to bring in items of interest for speaking and listening activities in school. A key element of homework activities at this stage is research eg finding out more about topic areas covered eg asking grandparents about toys from the past, finding out about authors etc. Teachers will ensure parents know about any work that has been set.

Primary 3-7
In addition to daily reading children will receive weekly spellings with a set period of time to learn them before being tested on them in school. 

A Maths task will be set each week; again a set period will be given for the task to be completed and returned.

In addition to the above, children may also be asked to find out about a topic being covered in class. Children may also be asked to complete work which has not been finished at school. In upper stages many children complete additional voluntary homework, gaining recognition for this through school reward systems. 
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